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WOODSON, KELCE, PEDERSON, ZIMMER AND THIELEN HEADLINE 

NFL NEWCOMERS AT THE AMERICAN CENTURY IN TAHOE  

28th annual celebrity golf championship, July 14-16 

 
April 19, 2017 (SOUTH LAKE TAHOE Calif./Nev.) -- Charles Woodson, Travis Kelce, Doug Pederson, Mike 
Zimmer and Adam Thielen will make up the NFL contingent of first time competitors at the annual American Century 
Championship celebrity golf tournament in Lake Tahoe this summer. The competition is set for Friday-Sunday, July 
14-16 with celeb-am events and charity fundraising planned throughout the week. 
(www.americancenturychampionship.com)   

Now in its 28th year, the tournament offers a purse of $600,000, while raising money for local and national charities. 
The 54-hole competition tests the golf skills of 80-plus stars from sports and entertainment and has donated over $4 
million to charity. It will be televised live by NBC and NBCSN that weekend from picturesque Edgewood Tahoe Golf 
Course, its home since the first event in 1990. 

Woodson, Kelce, Pederson, Zimmer and Thielen will join prominent NFLers like Marshall Faulk, Tim Brown, Marcus 
Allen, Herm Edwards, Sebastian Janikowski, Golden Tate, Carson Palmer, Patrick Peterson, Robbie Gould, Marvin 
Lewis, Sterling Sharpe, Brian Urlacher, Jared Allen, Terrell Davis, Trent Dilfer, Mark Rypien and A.J. Hawk in the 
annual competition, which serves as a final respite just before the opening of NFL training camps each year.  

Jeremy Roenick, Rob Riggle, Kevin Nealon, Alfonso Ribeiro, Oliver Hudson, Larry the Cable Guy, Jason Kidd, Bode 
Miller and others will also participate at the star-studded event. MLB Hall of Famers Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine, 
Ozzie Smith and Ivan Rodriguez are slated to play along with Brian Kelly, Notre Dame’s head football coach. Long 
time favorites Charles Barkley, Aaron Rodgers, John Elway and Jack Wagner are expected to announce their 
participation in the coming weeks. 

The 2017 American Century Championship is scored using the Modified Stableford format whereby points are 
awarded as follows: 10 for a double eagle, 8 for a hole in one, 3 for a birdie, 1 for par, 0 for bogey, and minus 2 for 

http://www.americancenturychampionship.com/


double bogey. The tournament will be held at Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course, a George Fazio design which has been 
rated by Golf Digest Magazine as one of “America’s Top Golf Courses.”  

American Century Investments, the title sponsor of the championship since 1998, continues its role in the nation’s 
premier celebrity golf tournament through 2022, along with partnerships with NBC Sports, the Lake Tahoe Visitors 
Authority, Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course and the South Tahoe community.  

Woodson, who played for the Oakland Raiders and Green Bay Packers, retired in 2015 after a prolific 18-year career 
that included winning Super Bowl XLV with the Packers, nine Pro Bowl appearances, 2009 NFL Defensive Player of 
the Year, and 1998 NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year. He is currently a NFL Analyst on ESPN’s set of Sunday NFL 
Countdown and Monday Night Countdown. 

Travis Kelce is a Pro-Bowl tight end for the Kansas City Chiefs who led all tight-ends in receiving yards with 1,125 
this past season. He was also listed as one of the NFL Top 100 Players of 2016. 

Doug Pederson is coming off his first season as head coach of the Philadelphia Eagles. Prior to taking this position 
with the Eagles, Pederson spent three seasons as the offensive coordinator of the Kansas City Chiefs. As a player, 
Pederson was a member of the Green Bay Packers team that won Super Bowl XXXI. 

Mike Zimmer has been head coach of the Minnesota Vikings since 2014, leading them to a NFC North division title in 
2015. In 2009 while he was with the Cincinnati Bengals, Zimmer won the NFL Assistant Coach of the Year as the 
Bengals defensive coordinator.  

For further information, contact: 

Steve Griffith                                                                            Phil Weidinger          
Vizion Group                                                                            Weidinger Public Relations 
484/433-7757 (East Coast)                                                       775/588-2412 (West Coast) 
 
About American Century Investments 
Tournament title sponsor American Century Investments is a leading global asset management firm focused on delivering superior investment 
results and building long-term client relationships while supporting research that can improve human health and save lives. Founded in 1958, 
American Century Investments’ 1,300 employees serve investment professionals, institutions, corporations and individual investors from 
offices in New York; London; Hong Kong; Mountain View, Calif.; and Kansas City, Mo.  Jonathan S. Thomas is president and chief 
executive officer, and Victor Zhang and David MacEwen serve as co-chief investment officers. Delivering investment results to clients 
enables American Century Investments to distribute over 40 percent of its profits to the Stowers Institute for Medical Research, a 500-person, 
non-profit basic biomedical research organization. The Institute, which is the official charity of the American Century Championship, owns 
more than 40 percent of American Century Investments and has received dividend payments of nearly $1.3 billion since 2000.  For more 
information about American Century Investments, visit www.americancentury.com. 
 
About the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority  
Designated the “America’s Best Lake” by USA TODAY readers (2012), Tahoe South combines the distinctive appeal of two worlds: 
spectacular natural beauty and a modern tourism destination with an array of outdoor recreation, entertainment, nightlife and gaming. Tahoe’s 
timeless splendor and an emerging economic diversity continue to define its inimitable personality. For information about lodging, recreation 
and family packages at Tahoe South, call 1-800-288-2463 or log onto www.TahoeSouth.com.  
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