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	 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

		
RISING STAR PAIGE SPIRANAC TO MAKE HER DEBUT AT THE 2017
AMERICAN CENTURY CHAMPIONSHIP


	May 2, 2017 (SOUTH LAKE TAHOE Calif./Nev.) -- Paige Spiranac, the breakthrough professional golf competitor and personality, will make her inaugural appearance at the American Century Championship celebrity golf tournament in Lake Tahoe this summer.
The 24 year-old college golf standout at San Diego State and social media sensation produced a win on the developmental Cactus Tour in 2016 and will test her skills against the competitive celebrity field as she continues to pursue her professional career in golf and modeling.
Now in its 28th year, the American Century Championship is set for July 14-16 and is offering a purse of $600,000, while raising money for local and national charities. The 54-hole competition tests the golf skills of 80-plus stars from sports and entertainment and has donated over $4 million to charity. Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course has hosted the tournament since its inception, and it will be televised live by NBC Sports and NBCSN that weekend.
Spiranac will join fellow newcomer Charles Woodson as part of a field that includes 10 active NFL players and coaches, three Pro Football Hall of Famers and scores of other stars in pursuit of the $125,000 first prize. She is a rising star on the sports and entertainment landscape committed to demonstrating the joy of competition while promoting positivity among young people in the online world. As a child, Spiranac was an elite gymnast and more recently has become known for promoting fitness training on social media and specialist golf sites. Simultaneously, she has worked hard on her golf game and last year won her first pro event on the Cactus Tour by shooting a final round 68 and then triumphing on the first playoff hole at the Orange Tree Golf Resort in Scottsdale, AZ.
Earlier this year, she became an Official Ambassador of the Cybersmile foundation, an organization focused on battling cyber bullying. Spiranac uses her reach on social media to bring attention to the rising issue of online bullying and to provide access to Cybersmile's resources. Spiranac’s Instagram account is just shy of 1 million followers, rivaling PGA stars Jordan Spieth, Rory McIlroy and Rickie Fowler, and she has 186,000 followers on Facebook along with 121,000 followers on Twitter.
For further information, contact:
Steve Griffith                                                                            Phil Weidinger         
Vizion Group                                                                            Weidinger Public Relations
484/433-7757 (East Coast)                                                       775/588-2412 (West Coast)
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	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]About American Century Investments
Tournament title sponsor American Century Investments is a leading global asset management firm focused on delivering superior investment results and building long-term client relationships while supporting research that can improve human health and save lives. Founded in 1958, American Century Investments’ 1,300 employees serve investment professionals, institutions, corporations and individual investors from offices in New York; London; Hong Kong; Mountain View, Calif.; and Kansas City, Mo.  Jonathan S. Thomas is president and chief executive officer, and Victor Zhang and David MacEwen serve as co-chief investment officers. Delivering investment results to clients enables American Century Investments to distribute over 40 percent of its profits to the Stowers Institute for Medical Research, a 500-person, non-profit basic biomedical research organization. The Institute, which is the official charity of the American Century Championship, owns more than 40 percent of American Century Investments and has received dividend payments of nearly $1.3 billion since 2000.  For more information about American Century Investments, visit www.americancentury.com.

About the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority 
Designated the “America’s Best Lake” by USA TODAY readers (2012), Tahoe South combines the distinctive appeal of two worlds: spectacular natural beauty and a modern tourism destination with an array of outdoor recreation, entertainment, nightlife and gaming. Tahoe’s timeless splendor and an emerging economic diversity continue to define its inimitable personality. For information about lodging, recreation and family packages at Tahoe South, call 1-800-288-2463 or log onto www.TahoeSouth.com.
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